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BOOK REVIEWS 

Zur Nephritfrage (Neu Guinea, Jordansmiihl u. a., Alpen, Bibliograph- 

isches~). Von Dr. A. B. Meyer, Direktor des Museums. (Abhand- 

lungen und Berichte des Koniglichen Zoologischen und Anthro- 

pologisch-Ethnographischen Museums zu Dresden, Bd. X, No. 4. 

Berlin: R. Friedlander & Sohn. 1903. Folio, 32 pp., 2 pi. 

This thorough yet concise rtsume of the discoveries relating to and 

the publications on jade since 189 1 is the most important contribution to 

the subject that has appeared during the last decade. It is a continuation 

of the two volumes prepared by Dr Meyer and published by the Royal 

Saxon Museum in the year mentioned, and with them forms a noteworthy 

account of the history, technology, and archeology of jade and allied 

minerals so far as present knowledge goes. Dr Meyer has published in 

all no fewer than thirty-six articles on the general subject, and, as is well 

known, has clearly shown that the subject is a chemical rather than an 

ethnological problem. 

Three distinct regions have furnished most of the material discussed 
in the present memoir : 

First. The Humboldt bay, Astrolabe bay, Saddle mountain, and 
Collingwood sound districts of New Guinea. A full discussion of the 
nephrite from this general area is given, and attention is called to the 
use of the material from this section for implements, notably axes, several 
of which are illustrated. A remarkable flat ring, four inches in diameter, 
recalling some peculiar Chinese forms, is also described and figured. 

Second. The Jordansmiihl locality in Silesia, in which Kunz dis- 
covered in situ the mass of nephrite, weighing 4817 pounds, now in the 
Bishop collection. The occurrence also in this vicinity of nephrite 
bowlders and the finding of flat jadeite axes are fully discussed, as are 
the frequent misstatements that have been made regarding transportation 
of jade, nephrite, and chloromelanite by tribal wanderers and its influence 
on the distribution of adzes of those materials. Dr Meyer concludes that 
the value which such objects are supposed to have had among prehistoric 
peoples is overestimated. 

Third. The occurrence of jadeite, nephrite, and chloromelanite in 
other localities is discussed at length. The discoveries noted included 
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those of nephrite pebbles in the river Sann, at Cilli, Styria ; from the 
Mur in the vicinity of Graz, and at other points in Austria ; those at 
Monte Viso, at Lake Geneva, at Saint Marcel in Piedmont, and in the 
Val d'Aosta (which last have been shown to be jadeite). The jadeite 
pyroxene from Piedmont ; a rough mineralogical specimen from the 
Rivoli m Piedmont, at the entrance of the Val d'Aosta; and Heierli's 
discovery of nephrite and saussurite in pebbles as well as in the rock in 
place in Canton Wallis in the central Alps, are also noted. In view of 
these and other well-defined European occurrences, Dr Meyer asks, 
"What shall one say, when, as late as 1902, an author who has given 
much attention to the whole nephrite subject can write : ' The question 
is still unsolved whether the nephrite objects found in the pile dwellings 
of Lake Constance (which would require tools and considerable skill to 
make) have come from distant Asia (China, Tibet, and Turkestan), or, 
as many believe, owe their origin to the Swiss Alps. It is left for 
the further solution of the nephrite question to be determined whether 
the inhabitants of the lake dwellings — perhaps before their migration 
from Asia — possessed the knowledge and the use of nephrite and brought 
the latter to Europe, or whether it was obtained through importation.' " 

K. 

Die Anmut des Frauenleibes. Von Friedrich S. Krauss. Leipzig: 

Adolph Schumann. 1903. 4°, 20 parts, 16 pp. ea. 
Ein Geniestreich. Volkstiick in fiinf Aufzilgen oder neun Bildern. Von 
Milovan Gj. Gli3ic\ Deutsch von Friedrich S. Krauss. Mit 
echten serbischen Sang- und zigeunerischen Spielweisen von Vladimir 
R. GjorgjeviC. Leipzig : Adolph Schumann. 1903. 8°, xxii, 
192 pp., 2 portraits, 7 melodies. 
Kiinstlerblut! Ein Schauspiel in vier Aufzilgen. Von Friedrich S. 
Krauss und Leo Norberg. Leipzig: Adolph Schumann. 1903. 
8°, 6 + 152 PP- 

Owing to the unprecedented success of his Streifziige im Reiche der 
Frauenschonheit (previously reviewed in these pages), Dr Friedrich S. 
Krauss has begun the publication of a second series on similar lines under 
the first title above given. Although dealing more directly with the 
physical side of the subject, the general treatment is the same. Five 
numbers have already been issued from the publishing house of Adolph 
Schumann in Leipzig. In paper, typography, and illustration it is fully 
up to the standard set by the earlier work. 

As the second of his series of "Servian Masterworks" the Doctor 



